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armaments; but it happened to coincide with the
policy of conciliation, which he was then urging upon
the Throne in opposition to Prince Ch'un and Tso
Tsung-tang's war party ; also, it served his purposes
by enabling him to convert the Empress Dowager
to his own views and to secure the remission of the
death sentence which had been passed on Ch'ung
Hou for the negotiations at St. Petersburg, in which
he had conceded part of the province of Kuldja to
Russia.1 The financial origin of China's military
difficulties was so bluntly emphasised in the memo-
randum which Gordon left with Li on this occasion,
and his views were so evidently inspired by recol-
lection of his own unpleasant experiences, that a
smaller man than Li might have suspected its author
of a desire to pay off old scores. But Li was never
petty, and he knew Gordon too well to doubt the
disinterested sincerity of his counsel.

Tke effect of Gordon's remarkable personality on
Li Hung-chang was not only to convince him of the
military strength of Europeans, but it undoubtedly
led him also into uncomfortable but salutary reflec-
tions on the subject of comparative morality. In
this sense, and apart from the fact that his victories
laid the foundations of Li's successful career^ the
influence of " Chinese Gordon " was a determinant
factor in forming many of the opinions which
inspired Li in his subsequent conduct of China*s
foreign policy* True, the effect of that influence
and his high opinion of European morality waned
in later years, as the result of his relations with all
sorts and conditions of diplomats and financiers., so
that towards the end of his life (and especiaHv afttt

1 Fide infra, Chapter V,